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Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation Annual 

Report  

2017–2018 

 

Elders making a difference in their community 

 

From left to right: 

Margaret Farrell, Elaine Gordon, Daisy Barker and Jenny 

Ebsworth at Nurragingy, 2018 

Mission Statement 

We Aboriginal Elders founded Baabayn because we believe that 

providing a place of healing, where Aboriginal people connect 

with culture and have a strong sense of belonging, means that 

we will all be able to recover from past traumas, regain our 

self-esteem and realise our potential. 
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Profile:  The biggest news in a remarkable year for Baabayn’s development and growth was 
perhaps our move to the former Margaret Druitt Day Care Centre in the grounds of Holy 

Family Parish, Emerton. 

 

The Baabayn Centre’s 
official opening day was 

12 September 2017, and 

the highlight was the 

unveiling of Baabayn’s 
new logo, painted by our 

local artist Marsha 

Ebsworth (on the right in 

the photograph).  

 

 This photograph symbolizes several important Baabayn values: 

• Family—Marsha is pictured here with her mum; 

• Culture—Baabayn’s logo maintains the proud heritage of Aboriginal art and all it 
stands for; 

• Identity—we have our group identity as Baabayn, plus which we’re from all 
different mobs and proud of being who we are; 

• Welcoming—the logo is on the front outside wall of our Centre and gives the 

message “Welcome to Baabayn!” 

• Creativity—we see our Centre as a place where everybody’s talents are fostered 
and encouraged, whatever they may be; 

• Everyone counts—we believe that everyone who comes through Baabayn’s door 

contributes something, and that everyone’s needs and concerns matter. 
• The volunteer spirit—the photo was taken by Roberto Giunta, one of our many 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal volunteers who give their time and talents 

generously to help Baabayn flourish.  

Our purpose and our way of working 

Our main purpose is to support our people in healing from the past and building 

towards the future. We work as a group to support individuals; we turn no one away; and we seek to build our people’s pride in who they are, their sense of belonging, and 

their sense of connectedness to community and culture.  
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We connect with individuals and families in a culturally appropriate way. We grasp the 

importance of welcoming them into an environment where there is freedom to express 

needs and difficulties. By listening to their needs we are able to provide care, services 

and support that help them heal from past traumas.  

The official list of Baabayn’s objectives as stated in our rule book 

(constitution) 

Fostering, improving and maintaining the general wellbeing and welfare of Aboriginal 

people to increase their resilience, confidence and self-esteem. 

Empowering marginalised and disadvantaged Aboriginal people to rebuild their lives, 

access education, gain employment and contribute positively to their families 

and communities.  

Providing direct material and financial assistance, counselling and support to those in 

immediate need. 

Encouraging the formation of lifelong bonds between Aboriginal community members, 

family and friends to strengthen Aboriginal cultural identity and a sense of 

belonging and support amongst the wider Aboriginal community. 

Developing and maintaining sustainable partnerships with government and non-

government organisations to facilitate access and equity for disadvantaged and 

socially excluded families and meet the long-term needs of the community. 

Advocating for families and individuals in their dealings with Government and non-

government organisations. 

Providing a supportive, healing and low stress environment for Aboriginal people, 

families, young people and children of all ages. 

Developing and promoting Aboriginal role models and future leaders who recognise the 

importance of nurturing resilience, confidence, self-esteem, cultural identity, and 

a sense of community and belonging amongst Aboriginal people. 

Providing healing therapy art and craft activities.  

 

A FEW FACTS ABOUT US AS AN ORGANISATION 

Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation (ABN 98 648 173 297) is an incorporated association 

registered with the Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations (Indigenous 

Corporation Number 7671. Membership of the Corporation is open exclusively to 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people over the age of eighteen. Baabayn’s governing body (sometimes called the Board) comprises the four Directors, 

all of whom are Aboriginal Elders. The Chairperson is Margaret Farrell, and the 

Secretary is Jenny Ebsworth. The Directors meet regularly.  

Meetings of the Corporation happen several times a year and give the Corporation’s 
members important opportunities of contributing to planning and decision-making. 

Baabayn is a registered charity and public benevolent institution with deductible-gift-

recipient (DGR) status.  
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DIRECTORS’ REPORTS   

MARGARET FARRELL, BAABAYN’S CHAIRWOMAN 

 

My name is Margaret Farrell. I am a Bund-jalung woman. I’m one of the four Aboriginal 
Elders who live in Western Sydney and 

serve as volunteer Directors of Baabayn 

Aboriginal Corporation. Baabayn has come a 

long way in the six years since we were 

founded. There are more and more local 

Aboriginal people turning up at our Centre, because it’s a place where people feel they belong, and we don’t turn anyone away. 
 I’ve learned so much as Chairperson. At first, I didn’t know how to chair a meeting, let 
alone how to structure meetings or put procedures into place, but I’ve learned a lot over the years. Now I know how to chair a meeting, and it’s done a lot for my self-

confidence. When I went to meetings in the past, I used to sit back and let others do the 

talking. Now when I go to meetings I have the confidence to speak out. 

It means a lot to me to have that sense of knowing I can be of help to people who come into our Centre. I’ve been part of other organisations, but I haven’t seen people coming 
in to look for help to the extent that happens at Baabayn. For me, it’s about knowing 
how to listen to what they have to say and then put them in the right direction to link 

them up with the organisation that can help them. 

Baabayn is all about connecting with family and friends, and being there for each other, so it’s a good place for a yarn over a cup of tea. Being a Baabayn volunteer has given me a lot of insight into what’s been happening here in the Mt. Druitt area, just by listening 
to the Elders who come along to our Centre. Listening to the Elders who speak up for 

their community has made me a better person. Baabayn is here to listen to the needs of 

the Mt Druitt Aboriginal community and support our people in whatever way we can. 

JENNY EBSWORTH, BAABAYN’S SECRETARY 

 

My name is Jenny Ebsworth. I’m a Murawari and 
Ngemba woman. I have been involved with Baabayn since its inception in 2012. I’ve always 
been interested in Aboriginal issues and seen the 

plight of our people. I have always wanted to see 

better opportunities for our people, and that is 

why I became involved with Baabayn. I am the 

mother of seven children, twenty grandchildren, 

and one great-grandchild. Family is very 

important to me. I strive to help all the younger 

ones to achieve all those opportunities that are out 

there. 
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I am very passionate and very proud of how Baabayn has evolved to be the great place 

that it is. We are here to support and help community. We wanted to create a belonging 

place where people can come and share stories and enjoy a meal, and we do various 

community events as well. We have a homework club with qualified tutors and ex-

teachers from various schools who come and give their time. It really encourages the 

children to stay focused on their homework, and it helps them develop the skills they 

need at school. I believe that education is the only way for Aboriginal people to go forward and to take their rightful place in today’s society. 
 We also run a young mums’ group, and we have a qualified counsellor who is an 
Aboriginal woman and comes regularly. Young mums and their bubs are always 

welcome. It happens once a week during school terms. Our weekly family gathering is 

thriving too, and it is wonderful to have the Elders come and participate in arts and 

crafts and other activities that are happening on any given Tuesday. It’s very 
informative because service providers come and talk about what they have to offer to 

community.  
 

It means a lot to me that my community sees me as a respected person. 

 

DAISY BARKER 

 

My name is Daisy Barker. I am a Yorta Yorta 

woman, and I come from the New South Wales-

Victoria border. I have lived in Mt Druitt for 43 

years. My children and grandchildren have all 

grown up in Mt Druitt, and my great 

grandchildren are following in their footsteps.  

 

Wherever you go, a lot of people always put Mt 

Druitt down, but there is nothing wrong with Mt 

Druitt. There are a lot of good people in Mt 

Druitt. I would like to know why people knock Mt 

Druitt, because other suburbs have the same 

kind of problems. 
 

I love my community, and I come to Baabayn because that’s where we all meet, all us Elders. We welcome everyone here. That’s what our community is for—for our people 

to come in and find support. If they are down and out they come to our Centre, and if 

they want to find someone to talk to, we’re here to welcome them.  
We have a good community. We all respect one another–there’s always respect even among strangers.  We say “How’re you going, Auntie?” or “How’re you going, Uncle?” even when you don’t know the other person. There’s a lot of respect with Aboriginal 

people—that’s our culture. That’s how we were brought up by our parents. When my family reared me up, I had to respect my mother’s friends and call them “Auntie” and “Uncle.” My children do the same to show respect for others. That’s how Aboriginal 
people were brought up. I am proud to be Aboriginal.   
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ELAINE GORDON 

 

My name is Elaine Gordon. I am a 

Barkindji woman from western New 

South Wales. I grew up in Dareton, a 

little town on the Murray river. We 

settled at Doonside. I worked at the Mt 

Druitt Aboriginal Medical Service for 

twenty-five years. I loved working in the 

Mt Druitt community and found it very 

rewarding to help Aboriginal people. 

What I liked best was the fact that I was 

giving back, and I felt that I understood 

Aboriginal people and their ways. I liked 

being able to connect people with their 

families and being able to educate the 

young doctors and nurses and other 

people working in Aboriginal health. 

 When you work in an Aboriginal service, it’s so completely different from being in a 

non-Aboriginal service: we understand each other and our culture. 

I have always admired my friends Margaret, Jenny and Daisy and the work they do in 

the community. I thought that when I retired, I would join their group. I like to be able to 

give back and share my knowledge. To me, Baabayn means being among friends and 

forming like a sisterhood. That’s exactly how Baabayn works—it’s a sisterhood. We care, we share, and we look 
after our community and families. 

BAABAYN’S ACTIVITIES IN 2017/18 

  
 Baabayn’s activities in the year that ended on 30 June 2018 included the following: 

➢ Hosting: 

o a very successful NAIDOC Week event (see report on pp. 18–21 below).   
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o a Family Seaside Weekend for more than 80 people (see left-hand picture 

above) 

o a Christmas Party for over 200 people (see right-hand picture above] 

o our regular Tuesday Family Gatherings and Homework Club, not to mention 

an art therapy program for Wirringa and Booris, our young mums’ group 

(see reports on pp. 8–10 below) 

➢ Co-hosting: 

o an amazing OCHRE Healing Forum (see report on pp. 11–13 below) 

o a moving and meaningful Sorry Day commemoration (with the Mt Druitt 

and District Reconciliation Committee) 

o a bike-riding safety class during school holidays (with PCYC, Shalvey) 

➢ Participating: 

o in the Elders’ Olympics (see report on p. 14 below) 

o in a major project of the Blacktown Arts Centre (see report on p. 15 below) 

o in the 2017 Holy Family Fair, with dancing by the Baabayn Booris 

o in the annual Reconciliation Walk 

➢ Initiating: 

o a Local Drug Action Team 

➢ Partnering: 

o with Family Drug Support for stage one of a special project  

o with the Murama Youth Summit (see report on pp. 17–18 below) 

➢ Welcoming: 

o a wide range of non-Aboriginal people—from service providers to 

students—to the Baabayn Centre to engage with our community and culture 

o a well-being group to meet at our Centre on alternate Fridays 

➢ Organising: 

o a trip to Canberra for community members to view the Seven Sisters 

Exhibition 

o Holiday program fun days for our Homework Club students 

➢ Contributing: 

o to the support of young offenders at the Koori Youth Court, Parramatta  

o input about the needs of our community when people from government or 

non-government organisations want to consult us 

o to the celebration of NAIDOC 2017 at Parklea Correctional Centre  

➢ Presenting: 

o Acknowledgements of Country and/or Water Blessings at conferences, 

educational institutions for students of various ages, a brand-new church 

and the nearby Juvenile Justice Centre 

➢ Assisting community members through: 

o Advocacy with government departments 

o Information about education and employment opportunities  

o Provision of transport 

o Doing the catering for funeral wakes 
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o Visits to hospitals and prisons 

o Free access to our depot for donated clothing. 

 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP BAABAYN’S DOORS OPEN 

Covering our routine expenses is always a challenge. Despite increasingly 

enthusiastic fundraising by members of Baabayn, we rely heavily on the 

generosity of donors just to keep going. Information about how to donate 

will be found on the final page of this report (or back cover if you are 

reading a printed version). 

 

OUR PROGRAMS 

Family Gatherings and Community Activities 

In 2017–18, Baabayn kept up its tradition of a family gathering every Tuesday during 

the school terms. The family that gathers is in one sense the Baabayn community, as 

represented particularly by its Elders and close friends. In that sense, Baabayn on a 

Tuesday morning is a place where members gather because they know they belong. But 

it is also a place where individual families are welcome, and members of individual 

families can come and find support with family issues, or just feel better because of the 

sharing and the yarning.                              

 

There was quite some variety of activities at Baabayn on 

Tuesday mornings during our first year at our new 

Centre. Thanks in particular to the never-failing 

imagination of Sister Sandra Perrett, there always seemed 

to be some new handicraft project afoot. The Centre was 

usually a hive of industriousness!  
 

That long table came in handy in all sorts of ways. Of 

course, the most important may have been the nutritious 

lunch served every Gathering day. But there were often 

visitors at the 

table in the mornings, come 

to share information about 

what their service had to 

offer, to consult our 

community, or to run programs such as “Talking about Tobacco Use.” And, 
soon after we moved in, that 

table proved its worth for 

our computer class!  
 

 

Nimble fingers making braids 

in Koori colours. But whatever 

are they for? You will find the  

answer in next year’s annual 
report! 

 Use it or lose it!” is still the motto of the veterans of the Ironbark Falls Prevention 

Program that the George Institute for Global Health brought to Baabayn in 2015.  Not 
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only have the veterans remained committed to preserving their own strength, balance 

and mobility by practising the exercise routines, they have also transformed themselves 

into Olympians! The story of their participation in the 2018 Elders Olympics is told 

below. Suffice it here to say that training and fundraising for the next Elders Olympics 

are now part of Baabayn life and are helping turn Mondays into an extra activities day!   

 

Wirringa and Booris (Young Mums’ Group)   

A huge thank you to Karen Syed—a huge welcome to Jade Jackson! 

We were very happy for Karen, the founding coordinator of Wirringa  

& Booris, when she told us she felt it was time for her to explore new 

directions and step down from her role with us. And we were delighted 

when Jade Jackson, shown in this photo, stepped up to replace her. Jade 

brings energy, knowledge of the community, and determination to listen 

to group members’ visions for the future in providing leadership.  
 

 

Karen Fernando (on the left in the photo) 

describes the three-stranded program at 

Wirringa & Booris—with the help of Amie 

Taylor and Jade Jackson 
 

Karen (Trained Art Therapist, Jesuit Social 

Services), Amie (Youth & Young Families Living 

Skills Facilitator, Youth Rezolutions) and Jade 

(Wirringa & Booris Group Coordinator) are 

working collaboratively to provide a holistic 

approach for both Mums and Bubs. We run this 

group one morning a week during school terms. 
 

We have integrated the Love Bites program into our activities. This is a course designed 

to educate our young women and girls around safe relationships as well as discussing 

the early stages of domestic and family violence. The course includes information and 

strategies on how to identify risks within unhealthy relationships. 
 

The art therapy component allows the women to process information in a culturally 

sensitive way that assists them to express their feelings, their emotions in relation to 

the topic and their personal experiences. We are also engaged in other art therapy 

modalities that empower the women to have increased self-confidence, self-esteem and 

self-reflection so that they can process any lived experience within a therapeutic, 
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relaxed environment. 

Finally, our group members are guided through the Y Hunger program. The Y Hunger 

program gives participants the opportunity to build upon their skills in an independent 

way which we demonstrate to our families. The Y Hunger program entails healthy 

nutrition and affordable meals which everyone enjoys at the end of each session. 

Thus the three key elements that we have programmed into our group are intertwined 

to give our participants educational and therapeutic approaches that will be integrated 

into their everyday lives. 

Kurung Homework Club  

 

Here’s what our volunteer tutor Janet Murton 
has to say about the Homework Club: 
 

Once a week we look forward to the arrival of 

about fifteen children who are keen (well nearly) 

to start their homework.  The children range from 

pre-schoolers to high school children, and the 

tutors range in age too!  No matter what the pairing 

of child/tutor, an extraordinary bond is always 

formed.   
 

Different tutors have different skills, and we seem to be able to satisfy most homework 

demands.  Regular weekly homework, readers, school projects and book-week 

costumes are all attacked with gusto.  We (and the students) are relieved when Sr 

Sandra is there, as her creative skills are second to none!! 

 

The Centre has acquired a wonderful array of educational resources to ensure that all 

tasks can be attempted, and these resources are cared for and displayed by wonderful 

Mia, the Homework Club coordinator. 

I think the most satisfying elements of being involved are: seeing the delight when the 

children achieve a milestone; witnessing their joy while they play after all homework is 

complete; and the feeling of being a part of something very special and worthwhile. 
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THE 2017 MOUNT DRUITT OCHRE HEALING FORUM 

—A BAABAYN PERSPECTIVE 

 

It wasn’t to a wedding that our chairperson 

Margaret Farrell welcomed the guests—the 

many Aboriginal people who had gathered at 

the Colebee Centre in the Nurragingy Reserve 

on Friday 26 October 2017. Nor was it for a 

wedding that a group of Baabayn women had 

lovingly prepared beautiful table decorations 

that used only native plants. 
 

Instead, it was for the first OCHRE Healing 

Forum to be held in New South Wales.  

 Let’s first give credit to the people from outside the Mount Druitt area who did so much 

to make the day a success. The first three photographs below show Nancy Jeffrey, our 

planning group convenor, Uncle Benny Hodges, who gracefully facilitated the 

discussions on the day, and Lisa Hillan, acting as scribe for one of the yarning circles at 

the forum. Lisa is a program director at the of the Healing Foundation, the national 

body that is running Healing Forums in many Aboriginal communities so that Aboriginal 

people can speak out their healing needs and identify priorities and strategies for their 

own healing. Nancy and Uncle Benny also came to us as part of the Healing Foundation 

team. Equally important was the unfailing planning and administrative support 

provided by staff members of Aboriginal Affairs in the NSW government’s Department 

of Education. Aboriginal Affairs was our second project partner in the hosting of the 

forum.  Finally, the beautiful yidaki (didge) playing of Gumaroy Newman, pictured on 

the right, transformed the atmosphere in the meeting hall from the very first note. 

    
 

But this was a day for community—our community here in the Mount Druitt area. 

Community members affiliated with a number of local Aboriginal organisations came 

together with our brothers and sisters who work for various service providers to yarn 

about how our young people in particular—our young mums and dads—are going to 

break the cycle of intergenerational trauma and raise happy, healthy families to live life 

to the full. 
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So instead of formal speeches and long lectures, we had yarning circles, pictured below. 

Each circle was facilitated by a member of Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation. Because 

people really wanted to speak, at least one group began to pass a stone around the 

circle. If you had the stone, it was your turn to speak, and everyone respected that. 

Another group got organised so that it was a team of group members that made the 

report back to everybody present, as you can see below. 

  
 

The three photographs below show Baabayn members speaking out to everybody at the 

forum. On the left is Karen Sayed, who at the time was the founding coordinator of 

Wirringa and Booris, and who was the youngest yarning-circle facilitator on the day. On 

the right is Liz Burke, who supports Baabayn in a host of ways and who also facilitated 

a yarning circle. And in the middle is Racheal Munro speaking strongly during one of 

the general discussion periods. Margaret Farrell opened the forum with grace and 

eloquence, making everyone feel warmly welcome, while our good friend Jeff McMullen 

shared some valuable insights from a non-Aboriginal perspective. 

   
 

There was good-quality listening at the forum, too. Listening mattered so much that in 

addition to the people scribing for the yarning circles, John Prince from the Healing 

Foundation was writing down as much as possible of the discussion so as to be sure that 

the official report would really represent our views. Indeed, our project partners 

attached so much importance to getting the report right that once they had a draft, they 

sent a team to come and yarn with us, so that they could listen to our feedback and 

revise the report. 
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The 20-page report makes sombre reading, but it outlines a clear way forward. The 

testimony at the forum was of on-going intergenerational trauma, which is both 

manifested and perpetuated by the child removals that happen to far too many families 

in our community. Young parents feel alone and unsupported; while not always 

informed about the supports and services that do exist, they are often deterred from 

using services because they find them culturally unsafe and lacking in sensitivity and 

understanding. Government often behaves as if it had the answers, rather than being 

ready to listen to Aboriginal people, acknowledge the impact of trauma, and welcome 

Elders to co-design approaches that have good prospects of working. 

The report, whose key suggestions are summarized in the table below, is available here: 

http://healingfoundation.org.au//app/uploads/2018/10/HF_Healing_NSW_Forum_Reports

_Mt_Druitt_Jul2018_V6_LR.pdf .  

Put healing front and 

centre: 

Identify/create local “healing spaces, places and opportunities”; 
Tell & record the local stories of “colonization, survival & healing”; 
Keep yarning with NGOs & government in youth & adult forums. 

Equip young families 

with the resources to be 

strong: 

Ensure there are wrap-around services for young mums & dads; 

Ensure young mums & dads have access to parenting programs; 

Let local Aboriginal parents advise on design & delivery of services. 

Ensure that there is a 

“culturally responsive 
service sector”: 

Have services take on board trauma-informed training & practice; 

Welcome Aboriginal people to co-develop service policy & 

practice—starting with the programs Aboriginal people themselves 

“identify as addressing healing needs”; 
Imbue policy & programs with Aboriginal values & perspectives; 

Employ more Aboriginal workers in relevant services; 

Show commitment to working with Aboriginal people in a spirit of 

true partnership. 
 

The day was a good start to the series of six healing forums that the Healing Foundation 

was to run elsewhere in New South Wales. The ultimate assessors of its value will be the 

community members on whose participation its success depends and who are already 

proactive in their own ways to build a better future for community and family.  

This report ends with six of their faces, snapped at the forum: five of the Baabayn Elders 

(Aunties Cheryl Reid, Elaine Gordon, Judy Curry, Joyce Davison and Jenny 

Ebsworth), and on the left, John Hunter, who speaks in his own voice on pp. 17–18 

below and was the third yarning-circle facilitator on the day—the one who empowered 

a whole team of circle members to report back to the forum. 

    

 

http://healingfoundation.org.au/app/uploads/2018/10/HF_Healing_NSW_Forum_Reports_Mt_Druitt_Jul2018_V6_LR.pdf
http://healingfoundation.org.au/app/uploads/2018/10/HF_Healing_NSW_Forum_Reports_Mt_Druitt_Jul2018_V6_LR.pdf
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HOW BAABAYN WENT FOR GOLD IN THE ELDERS’ OLYMPICS 

 

 

Back in the autumn, Baabayn fundraising 

efforts and the generosity of donors 

supported a team of Baabayn Elders to 

attend the 2018 Elders’ Olympics. 
Cassandra Ebsworth (on the left in the 

photo, holding up the banner) tells the 

story… 

 
The Elders of Baabayn participated in the 

2018 Elders Olympics, which was hosted by  

the community of Inverell.  In this year’s Olympics thirty-three teams attended, and 

some were very competitive. 

 

The Baabayn ladies did well, and because of our training and commitment we had a 

great time and a lot of fun. The Elders’ Olympics is a great opportunity to catch up with 
family and friends, and we were fortunate to make some new friends as well. 
   
 

The Baabayn ladies were able to attend the Elders’ Olympics because of the support of 
many organisations and people, and we 

would like to thank everyone who 

supported us through donations and 

buying raffle tickets in our fund raiser. We 

also want to thank our community. We 

were very proud to represent the Mount Druitt Aboriginal community at this year’s Elders’ Olympics. 
  

Next year, the 2019 Elder’s Olympics will be in Port Macquarie. Baabayn is looking 

forward to turning up and representing the Mount Druitt Aboriginal Community once 

again. 

 

The whole team says: “Thank you to Cassie and Aunty Nita for training us and getting us 

ready!” 

  

Some secrets of Baabayn’s success 

Lived experience – we speak our people’s language. 
Respect – our people trust us. 
Patience – we know that lasting change takes time. 
Strong sense of identity – we’re Aboriginal and proud of it. 
Leadership – we take the initiative. 
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REVEALING OUR ARTISTS’ HIDDEN TALENTS 

 

“Ngara – ngurangwa byallara” (listen, hear, think –
the place speaks). Which place? The site of the old 

Blacktown Native Institution, on the corner of 

Richmond Road and Rooty Hill Road North in 

Oakhurst. The speaking is of the experiences of the 

first Aboriginal children to be separated from their 

families by white colonizers, back in the 1820s. 
 

Baabayn ladies Nita Cordoroy, Cassandra 

Ebsworth, Margaret Farrell (shown at left) and Pat 

Zumba were proud participants in the creation of 

seven giant flannel flowers with which their 

designer, the Nyoongar artist Sharyn Egan, wanted 

to draw attention to the site and so commemorate the children who studied at the 

Institution. 
  
Contributing to this project was a wonderful experience for Baabayn’s senior 

artworkers. For one thing, they learned amazing new skills. The medium in which they 

were working was rope—thick marine rope and also thinner twine. Those flowers were 

made by weaving, and it meant a lot that Sharyn Egan had come all the way from 

Western Australia to teach them how to do it. The aunties did the weaving partly at 

Baabayn, and partly at the Blacktown Arts Centre, where they enjoyed yarning with the 

Doonside and Blacktown Elders who also participated in the project. 
 

The project had deeper significance for the ladies, too. For Auntie Cassandra, the joy lay in helping make “these beautiful flowers that are up on a sacred Aboriginal site.” For 
Auntie Nita, the flowers symbolize nature—“like the trees, all part of creation.” Auntie Pat commented that the flowers “really look fantastic. I think when people go past they’ll be in awe of what’s been done and the amount of work that went into it.” Auntie 
Nita concurred that the sight of the flowers will help build understanding of “the creativity that people have to do that.” 
 

Auntie Nita will ensure that the good of the project goes even further. She will be 

volunteering at one of the local schools, “showing students what I’ve learned about 
weaving both out here and at the Blacktown Arts Centre.” 
 

 

 
 

The flannel flowers under the night sky—this photo was kindly 

supplied by Antony Lewis. 
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LOOKING FORWARD 

MARY KERR REFLECTS ON BAABAYN’S PAST AND LOOKS FORWARD 
TO ITS FUTURE 

 

Our beloved Mary at her farewell in August 

2018—with the card and gifts that came 

with such deep appreciation for all that 

she has done as Baabayn’s first Support 
and Development Officer.  

 

As my time at Baabayn draws to a close, I have 

been reflecting on the progress we have made as an organisation, and I’m happy to say that 
Baabayn has really developed and grown. Our 

achievements and profile in the community and more broadly have been great. I’m very 
grateful to everyone concerned to have had 

the opportunity to be part of that progress. 

 

The Women continue to amaze everyone with their resilience and strength, their 

kindness and their wisdom in approaching complex issues that affect the community. 
 

Baabayn has successfully developed a Local Drug Action Team and Strategic Plan, which 

includes several important initiatives that are now being carried out. We also expect 

significant outcomes from the Healing Forum that Baabayn co-hosted in October 2017. 
 

The Women competed in the Elders 

Olympics in Inverell in April and 

everyone had a wonderful time. The 

trip was a particular highlight for me 

as I got to spend more quiet time 

with the women and had lots of talks 

in the bus to Inverell and back, with 

lots of singing and laughter. The 

Women worked really hard for 

almost twelve months to raise funds 

by organising raffles. Support to 

send the Women was also made 

available by GWAHS, WentWest, and  

a number of organisations and individuals who contributed significantly. Thank you to 

all those who helped us. 
 We’ve been approached by Sarah Mitchell, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs asking to visit our service as she’d heard so much about the work we do and wanted to meet the 

Women. We also had a visit from the Secretary of the Department of Family and 

Community Services, Michael Coutts-Trotter, who came out to see how the local FACS 

office is working in the community of Mt Druitt, and to support families in the area, 

which was greatly appreciated. 
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We are in the process of beginning a partnership with Gamarada, which involves 

supporting young people with mental ill-health and their families. We are hoping that 

this will lead to our commencing a weekly community event where “healing” will be the 
central focus. The sessions that Gamarada has held in Redfern for the past few years 

have been highly successful. 
 

We also plan to be involved in organising and conducting a four-day Healing 

Conference, in partnership with Murama and Sydney Olympic Park on 22–25 November 

2018. First Nations Healers from the United States and Canada will be presenting their 

methods, which have been very successful in parts of the US for several years. 
 

Most importantly, though, I’d like to thank the whole Community for the opportunities 

you have given me to meet you all, work with you and share your lives, your joys and sorrows. It’s been a real privilege that I will appreciate and remember always. I will be 
returning to Sydney often to visit family and will ensure to make time to come out to Mt 

Druitt to say Hello. I wish the Community all the best and know that Baabayn will 

continue to grow and thrive. I will miss you all very much and the many laughs and cries 

we shared. 

 

JOHN HUNTER LOOKS DOWN A NEW PATHWAY TO AUTHENTIC 

HEALING 

 

My name is John Hunter, my family is Wiradjuri 

and Gamilaraay, and I grew up in Mt Druitt. My 

mum is from the Stolen Generations like my 

Grandmother before her who was taken to 

Parramatta Girls home. I understand the 

trauma our families suffered and how it affects 

the next generation. 
 

Growing up in Mt Druitt I witnessed other 

Aboriginal youth in my age group who also 

suffered from inter-generational trauma but we  

didn't understand what it was and never spoke about it. I witnessed our people dying 

because of heroin, our mob going to jail and suffering from lateral violence and self-

harm. Many of us like the generation before suffer from depression and anxiety, issues 

of self-worth and addictions that we use to self-medicate, but we end up doing more 

harm than good, leading to self-destructive ways. 
 

My mum found her family through Link -up NSW, and that started a journey of healing 

for us all in my family. As a youth, I had some good influences from our community 

elders that saved me from being a statistic like other “at-risk” youth. Our community 

elders helped set me on a good path, and now it’s time for me to give back. 
 

Baabayn is an organisation that helps heal community especially through our elders and 

youth as an inter-generation link. That is why I actively support Murama. Murama is a 

youth project that helps our community with the issues of inter-generational trauma. 

The program is based on a Native American Healing approach called “Gathering of 

Native Americans.” Native Americans suffer in the same way as us from colonisation / 
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invasion. Through learning from their Native healing programs, I learnt that we have 

similar issues and that although we suffer, we are also strong and resilient people with 

kinship-based communities that help each other. 
 

The Murama program focuses on the strengths of our families and culture, and our 

belonging, knowledge, kinship and generosity, to establish a cultural intervention on 

our own issues as our own self-directed solutions to healing. Government is not going to 

solve our problems for us, they only make things worse in most cases. We need to be the 

boss of our own ways and healing. The Murama youth program has run for two years in 

a row with our Baabayn members teaching youth about our past and the strengths of 

our culture and kinship in our community. 
 

We will run two programs this year (2018), and Baabayn is a leading partner. The first 

is Murama Indigenous Youth Summit (19–22 November), and the second is the Baabayn 

Healing Program (23–25 November) at Yarramundi NSW.  We will be joined by mob 

from north Queensland and a Native American group from Washington, the Kalispel 

tribe, that will include ten youth and five elders. We will also have two Native American 

facilitators to help run the healing from the Gathering of Native Americans program. It 

will be a deadly month, and now we have things confirmed, the Baabayn working group 

can move forward on the planning. 

 

LOOKING BACK … 
 

BAABAYN’S NAIDOC 2017 IN PICTURES 

Our NAIDOC week event was funded principally by Aboriginal Affairs, State Government 

on New South Wales, and by the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, 

Australian Government. We wish also to acknowledge our other generous sponsors, 

particularly Blacktown City Council, thanks to whom we enjoyed the use of the beautiful Rutherglen grounds and Caretaker’s Cottage, and Ed Husic MP. We thank all those who 

gave so generously of their time and talents to make our special day the wonderful 

occasion that it was. 

 
 

1. The place to be on 6 July 2017. 
 

 

2. There’s no better way to learn… 
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3. … than doing … 
 
 

 

4. … or rather, dancing. 

 
 

5. … even though some preferred to 
watch the show (by Uncle Fred Reid 
and Maluerindi). 
 

 

6. Young and old learned how to make 
emu-feather headdresses with Julie 
Janson. 

 
 

7. Karen and Mia don’t need anyone to 
teach them cookery! 
 

  

 
 
 
 

8. Yes, it 

really is a 

cake! 
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9. How the whiteboard collection of words 
in language grew … 
 

 

10. … and grew … 
 

 
 

11. … and grew. 
 

 

12 Some other organisations knew there’d 
be a crowd and set up stalls at our 
event. 

 

 

19. The Mission Singers were in particularly 
good voice that day. 

 

20. No less than 400 sausages disappeared 
(down throats). 
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21. Time to draw the lucky door prizes (there 
were so many)! 
 

 
 

22. Guess who’s the artist who painted this 
thank-you picture for the Mayor and City 
Council… (hint: she’s in this photo) 
 

 

23. Yes, that’s right, it was our wonderful 
Homework Club coordinator, Mia Jackson. 

 
24. Time to introduce Baabayn's Directors, 
who hosted the event. Here's Auntie 
Margaret Farrell with the Mayor. 
 

 
 
27.  And facing you are Aunties Jenny 
Ebsworth and Daisy Barker, in the best of 
company. 
 

 
28.  Here’s our MC, Auntie Elaine Gordon 
(with the mike) to say goodbye and a big 
thank you to the Mayor for his speech, to our 
generous sponsors, to Rap4Change for 
entrancing our youngsters, to the wonderful 
performers, to Julie for the arts workshop, 
and to everyone else who came to celebrate 
Aboriginal languages, identities and cultures! 
 

Acknowledgement: We thank our NAIDOC event photographers, Sisters Rose Mary Kinne 
and Lee Tan. 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS 

Our Financial Supporters and Those Donating Strategic In-Kind Resources: 

Indigenous Advancement Strategy, Dept. of Prime Minister and Cabinet—for funding our 

Homework Club and contributing to funding for our NAIDOC Week event; 

Aboriginal Affairs, NSW Government—for contributing to funding for our NAIDOC Week event, 

providing supplementary funding for a weekend away for Wirringa and Booris, and 

thoughtful, faithful, responsive support throughout the Healing Forum project; 

The Mayor and City Council of Blacktown—for their on-going support, and for their generosity 

in making the Rutherglen premises available for our use until we moved; 

Holy Family Parish, Emerton—for providing us with spacious new premises, remodelling them 

to meet our needs, and being consistently supportive of our initiatives to make the best use 

of them that we can. 

Mt Druitt TAFE (Aboriginal Education & Training Unit & TAFE Outreach)—for providing the 

classes that have been taught at our Centre; 

The Alcohol and Drug Foundation—for funding the development of our Local Drug Action Team 

strategic plan; 

WentWest—for generous sponsorship of the family support component of our Local Drug 

Action Team strategic plan; 

Parent, Infant, Family Australia (PIFA), Jesuit Social Services and Youth Rezolutions—for 

providing skilled professionals to work with the young mums at Wirringa and Booris; 

The Inger Rice Foundation—for funding for a weekend away for Wirringa and Booris; 

The Sidney Myer Foundation—for a $10,000 grant to support the implementation of Baabayn’s 
child protection policy in a culturally appropriate way; 

Australia Post—for funding the digital empowerment project that concluded with a computer 

training class and the purchase of more computer equipment; 

The Mercy Foundation and the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart—for their 

outstandingly generous response to our end-of-financial-year appeal. 

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart 

The George Institute for Global Health 

Sisters of St Joseph 

Brigidine Sisters and College, St Ives 

Pymble Catholic Parish, Social Justice Group Catholic Women’s League (Parramatta) 

St Francis College, Leeton 

Marist College, Woolwich 

The kind and generous individuals who support Baabayn financially, including Kath Paine, C 

Merlino, Father Adrian Meaney of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, everyone who 

responded to our end-of-financial-year appeal, and many of those named below. 

Maria Baden, who donated the use of her cottage (not to mention the Saturday evening meal) at 

the Family Weekend. 

 

Our Volunteers and Other Very Special People, Those with whom we Network, and 

Those who Work with us in Formal or Informal Partnership 
Mary Ann Knoblanche, Cecilia and Michael Brungs and all our Kuri-ngai Partners—Friends of 

Baabayn who have loyally supported us in many ways, including supplying and cooking 

(and washing up after) the Friday-night meal at our Family Weekend for the past 29 

years.   

Jocelyn Barber, our voluntary accountant, who manages this unglamorous work efficiently and 

pleasantly, and is an unfailing source of helpful advice on the most complicated matters. 

Our tireless tutors at the Kurung Homework Club— Sue Martin, Trish Brush, Julie Ann 

McNamee, Robert White, Sally Grimble, Janet Murton, Leonie Stout, Sisters Sandra 

Perrett and Francine Roberts, and Brother Lawrie McCane and his international 

collaborators Jonnel Sisneros, Argie Hernández Mendoza and Rodrigo Gris Castro. 
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Roberto Giunta of StoryMotive for his inspirational work on our website, for the brilliant ideas 

he contributes, for the wonderful mini-videos he films for us, and for bringing his 

camera to be our constant companion at significant events. 

Tony Bleasdale, the Deputy Mayor of Blacktown, for his gracious presence and supportive words at the opening of Baabayn’s new Centre; also Ed Husic, federal member for 

Chifley, and Edmond Atalla, state member for Mt Druitt, for their unfailing support. 

The thoughtful and committed staff at Aboriginal Affairs, NSW Government with whom we have 

interacted during the past year, especially Megan Ely, Jason Goninan and Adrian Hansen. 

All those employed by the NSW’s government’s Department of Family and Community Services 
who listen to Aboriginal voices and provide support (where needed) in a respectful way; 

and all those staff (including Rocco Esposito and his colleagues at Mt Druitt Housing), 

who have helped our mob during the last year.   

Nancy Jeffrey of the Healing Foundation for keeping our Local Planning Committee on track as 

we prepared for the Mt Druitt Healing Forum. 

Sister Lee Tan, for her on-going work on our IT infrastructure. 

Ruth Nelson of the Creating Space Project, who brings so much joy to the Centre with her lovely 

children, and also brings, in equal measure, her wisdom as a psychologist. 

Karen Fernando and Amie Taylor, for making such a difference to Baabayn’s young mums; 

Hunters Hill Catholic Parish Social Justice Group for participation at our Family Weekend and 

financial support for families in need.  

Sandra Kelty and Cheryl Jackson for their wise advice and unfailing support to members of our 

community. 

Dixie Link-Gordon, Yasmine Khan and Gail Thorne of the Women’s Legal Service for so many 
helpful and productive visits to the Baabayn Centre. 

Julie Dubuc and Leo Wright of the Ted Noffs Foundation for their friendship and good counsel. 

Ken Morrison, for his quiet helpfulness with barbecues and doing all sorts of little jobs to keep 

our Centre safe and functional. 

Adrian Chek and Heydon Wardell-Burrus of the law firm Allens for their pro bono assistance 

with our application for DGR status. 

The Dominican Sisters of Eastern Australia—especially Jane Sulis and Sister Rose Mary Kinne 

for many loads of household goods, vouchers, books and clothes; also Jackie Baxter of 

the Santa Sabina Preschool, for fund-raising. 

Glenda McDonald for her support for the Wirringa and Booris weekend away. 

David Coombs for preparing a list of drug-and-alcohol-related services in the Mt Druitt area, and 

for his active crowdfunding for our end-of-financial-year appeal. 

Auburn Baptist Care, for providing transport for community members to attend our Family 

Gatherings, and our good friends the Baptist Care bus drivers. 

Jean Salmi of Blacktown City Council for her kindly and committed support throughout our time 

at Rutherglen. 

Elizabeth Burke for her loyal commitment to Baabayn—chairing our general meetings and 

contributing her time, skills and resources in order to enrich our events. 

Aunties Nita Corderoy, Pat Zumba and Cassandra Ebsworth for running the Falls Prevention 

exercise program and organising our Elders Olympics team. 

Judy Curry, an unfailing source of good advice and all those little kindnesses that make such a 

big difference. 

Mia Jackson, Karen Syed and jade Jackson for their wonderful work as program coordinators; 

All the members of Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation who loyally show up for general meetings. 

Our dedicated administrative team—our Voluntary Administrator Sister Naomi Smith, Support 

and Development Officer Mary Kerr and Voluntary Administrative Associate Helen 

Dunstan. 

Aboriginal Legal Service 

Flourish Australia 

Mount Druitt Police 

Kenthurst Catholic Parish 

Marist Brothers 

Loreto Sisters
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BAABAYN ON THE MARCH 

 

It is very hard for organisations like Baabayn to get funding for routine expenses. Can 

you partner with the Elders to help them keep Baabayn in motion? 

To make a one-off or monthly gift by credit card 
 

Head to our website at www.baabayn.org.au . Scroll right down to the bottom of the 

homepage till you see the GiveNow “Make a Donation” icon. Click on the link that says 
“Click here to make a donation,” and follow the prompts. Your tax receipt will be e-mailed 

to you automatically. 

 

To give by EFT directly to Baabayn’s account 
 

Please use the following details.  

Account name: Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation 

BSB:   112-879 

Account number:  450652516 

Description:  Under “description on recipient’s statement,” please put your name 
in this form: BROWNMary. 

 

To obtain your tax receipt, please email helen@baabayn.org.au and state your full name 

and address, and the date and amount of the donation. 

http://www.baabayn.org.au/
mailto:helen@baabayn.org.au

