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ELDERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THEIR
COMMUNITY

Rutherglen – a new chapter for Baabayn
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A New Dreaming – Eugene Stockton page 22 This Land, Our
Mother 2015

We are a people formed from

many fragments.

There are fragments of the

nations which first

settled this land and there are

fragments of peoples

come from all around the

globe. Perhaps it is

our destiny to make a new

world. From the

tragedies of history both here

and abroad, we can

begin again with the

ingredients of every

human expression to rebuild

this land, a new

humankind. But, this time

mindful of ancient

mistakes, we can hold steadfast to the noblest dreams of our kind.
Most of us have been torn from our roots, have lost our ancestral dreamings. A
new dreaming shared by all lies ahead of us, not behind. Our present can no longer
be shaped by the divisive past, but by the uniting future. St Paul’s insights of what
is to come may well be our bream of the future: a new creation, a New Man, a
cosmic Christ coming to encompass and re-unite ourselves, and the land and all it
holds, while in the present the Spirit groans within us and nature in one great act of
giving birth. Drawn from many races, we each have seen our sun go down and
there is no longer point in lamenting what has gone; rather we are to turn right
round and look for the first glimmerings of a new day.
A big thank you to the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart who gave
us $5,000 just before Christmas for on-going expenses.
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We, the five directors of Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation live in the community and are very aware of
the difficulties that families experience. We believe that by working in the community ‘from the
community’ we can make a difference in the lives of our people. Jenny Ebsworth, Daisy Barker, Janice
Brown, Margaret Farrell

Community

Culture

Inspiration

Achievement

WELCOME TO BAABAYN’S NEW RUTHERGLEN HOME!
Before we ask community member
Nita Corderoy to show you round,
we’ll just take a moment to thank:
 Blacktown City Council for
allocating
24A
Anderson
Avenue to us, and for all that it
has done to help us settle in;



All the wonderful groups, organisations and individuals who donated almost all
the equipment and furniture that you will see in the photographs below; (Marist
Brothers, Mothers of ex-students of Marist Brothers College, Homework Club
volunteers, Srs of St Joseph, Sr Rosemary Kinne and Jane Sulis from Santa
Sabina College, Hunters Hill Social Justice Group and Josephite Community
Aid).
 Missionaries of the Sacred Heart who have supported us financially to continue
our programs.
 Our friend Sandy Greenwood, who supported us in making our request for
premises to the Mayor of Blacktown and some of his colleagues on the Council.
Now over to Nita to tell you all about the difference that moving to Rutherglen has
made:
“I like the space that we have where we can move around, have different rooms for
different activities.”
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Painting (at the Young Mums’
Group)….
Studying (at the Homework
Club)

Making a cuppa (in the
kitchen)

Using the computer (in
the educational
resources room)

“I like the play
spaces for the children.”
A bit of shade makes all
the difference
What will they create on
those sheets of paper?
Friendships all have their beginnings….
“I like the idea of people coming so that if they have a need, there is someone there
for them to talk to. I like the extension from just meeting on Tuesdays to opening
on Wednesday and Thursday, so that people have more time when they can come
in and talk.”
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Just being ourselves, sharing our lives.

No faceless
bureaucrats in our
office….
All girls together….

“Sitting in the lounge room and just talking and listening, it’s a home away from
home. I like the idea of women from different places being able to sit down and
talk (in other words, yarn). It’s interesting to hear about families, where they come
from, who’s connected to whom. It’s good to hear about people’s lives, and how
they grew up. They talk about the bush and the land and what they did—and when
they’re talking, you can imagine it. That’s part of what makes this place a home
away from home. There’s this yearning, but also this sense of belonging—
belonging to the land, the trees, the waters, nature. There’s a connection, there’s a
sense of peace.”
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Smoking Ceremony at Ruthergen
A smoking ceremony was held in the yard of our
Rutherglen premises on Tuesday 2 February, our
first family group day of 2016, to mark the
Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation’s new
beginning in this place we can call home.
Alison McBride, a Bungalung woman, surely
spoke for many when she commented afterwards
on the ceremony’s significance both for her
personally and for the larger group. “I always
enjoy a smoking ceremony,” she said. “It’s
refreshing, a spiritual cleansing for me, walking
through the smoke. To me, [our ceremony today]
was a gathering of community—we are from all
different mobs, but the smoking is in all our
cultures and brings us all together. We all know
what it represents and what it means to us. I love it—when the opportunity is there
I’ll always walk through the smoke.”
For another threesome, the ceremony sparked conversation about issues of
theology, spirituality and liturgy. Jenny Ebsworth recalled the film that had been
shown at NATSICC in Darwin about the Australian Aboriginal Mass celebrated in
1973 at the Sydney Myer Music Bowl in Melbourne. The Aboriginal dancing, such
as the re-enactment of the Last Supper in an authentic Aboriginal style laden with
meanings, had been “just beautiful,” she said. It had shown that Aboriginal culture
absolutely has a place in sacred Christian ritual.
And the Catholic gesture in which we all joined on 2 February, stretching out our
right hands in blessing over the smoking ceremony and all the hope of renewal it
expressed? Can Catholic culture find a non-intrusive place in sacred Aboriginal
ritual? Perhaps we can say the gesture helped us all, Aboriginal members of
Baabayn and non-Aboriginal supporters, to feel our unity under the protection of
the Lord of All. May God guide and bless Baabayn in all our efforts to heal and
sustain the individuals and families of our community.

Helen Dunstan
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Marist Bros launch new project Marist Learning Zone

Some 2016 Activites

Healing Workshop Hosted by Pentrith council 15th February
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Deacon’s Story
My name is Deacon John Streeting. I am having a good
feeling about the Christmas party that we had today because I
liked all the kids and I liked visiting the park and the party. I
had a lot of friends and cousins, Aunties, Uncles and my Mum
and Dad to be with me today.
My favourite friend was Bob the policeman, I first met him at
NAIDOC day. Bob brought Santa Claus to the park in the
police car.
Did you have a good day Yes/No.
Happy Christmas and Happy New year and I hope you like
what I wrote. Deacon

WE LOVE HOMEWORK CLUB
Hi my name is Judy Shepherd and I am here to talk about the Homework Club that
is run by Melanie Marne. The Homework Club has been running for approximately
two and a half years. The Homework Club assist children of all ages with their
homework and to help them achieve their potential. We even lucky enough to have
the use of Rutherglen House where we now meet every Tuesday to work with
various volunteers.
Homework Club kids like to draw and be creative with their own work also some
kids would like to get help with their assignments to improve on their grades. At
the end of the day there is food provided which is sometimes the highlight of the
day.
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On Saturday 12th December, 2015 Baabayn held a Christmas party for over 300
children and their families. Each child received a gift. A BBQ, drinks, fruit and
lollies were provided for the approximately 450 people who attended.

We would like to thank all those who enabled this party to happen:










Marist College, Woolwich for the wonderful presentation and organisation of gifts for the
children, sausages etc for the BBQ and for bringing a busload of students
Emmaus College, Kemps Creek for beautifully wrapped gifts for the children.
John, John and Leo for donating beautifully hand-made wooden toys for Santa to give out.
Elizabeth Burke (Catholic Education Office) and family for providing BBQ and fruit
Mary Senj for assisting Santa.
Josephite Community Aid (JCA) for providing a bus and to Brian Boney for driving it.
Marist Brothers Michael and Lawrie for their very busy day picking up groups of people from all
suburbs of Mount Druitt and bringing them to Nurragingy. And for Sue and Cavelyn
Red Cross for providing water bottles.
Blacktown Police for providing their car to bring Santa and a wonderful policeman called Bob.
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Mt Druitt & District Reconciliation Group meet on Saturday 13 February 2016 at
the Holy Family Centre at Emert Parade, Emerton. Our aim with successive
events from 2009 has been to celebrate the joy expressed by both Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people in 2008 and the continuing expectations of healing in the
future. In 2016 our major speakers are Bob Welsh (a Kinchela Boy in the past)
and a member of the Healing Foundation today, and Taylor Clarke; a student of
today. Taylor was school captain at Warragamba Primary. She received a Gillies
scholarship in 2013, and more recently, was a representative in New Zealand
where she gained an understanding of the difference between New Zealanders
acceptance of Maori culture and the acceptance of Australians generally of the
Aboriginal culture. Each year we invite Aboriginal Elders, representatives from
both Aboriginal and Non Aboriginal Organisations, local and state government
members, local members of the community and teachers from our local schools.
People were invited to share their story and their thoughts on the Apology. This
provided opportunity for discussion and individual thoughts on where to from
here. Our two sponsors are The Healing Foundation and the Holy Family Centre
at Emerton. The story began more than 60,000 years ago. It’s a story of a nation
and Australia’s first people – the first Australians – a strong proud people. A
nation of many nations, many languages, and traditions connected by spirituality
and their families. They lived and thrived as a culture for thousands of years. Hear
the stories, met the people.
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Uncle Wes conducting
smoking ceremony to open
Rutherglen Centre

We would like your help in increasing our support base. Please pass this newsletter onto friends
and colleagues. If you would prefer to have the newsletter emailed please contact us at
baabayn@gmail.com . This will reduce our costs. If you would like to financially support the
work of Baabayn AC please return this form with your donation.
Your contributions are greatly appreciated. www.givenow.com.au/baabaynaboriginalcorporation

I wish to support the work of Baabayn
ABN 98648173297 Indigenous Incorporation number 7671
Donation $_________________
Name________________________ Address______________________________
___________________________ Email

____________________________

I prefer newsletter __________posted _____________emailed Thank you, Baabayn
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