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ELDERS MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THEIR 

COMMUNITY 

Daisy Barker, Jenny Ebsworth and Margaret Farrell  

 

Mission Statement 

We Aboriginal Elders founded Baabayn because we believe that by 

providing a place of healing, where Aboriginal people connect with 

culture and have a strong sense of belonging we will be able to 

recover from past traumas, regain our self-esteem and realise our 

potential. 



Profile: 

Australia’s largest concentration of Aboriginal people reside within Western 

Sydney. Baabayn was founded in 2012 to support Aboriginal people in the 

Mount Druitt and Blacktown areas of Western Sydney. 

We connect with individuals and 

families in a culturally appropriate way 

that values the importance of 

welcoming them into an environment 

where there is freedom to express 

needs and difficulties. By listening to 

these various needs we are able to 

provide care, services and support that 

help individuals and families to heal 

from past traumas. 

We have a strong knowledge of the 

community and very extensive contacts 

within both the local and wider 

community and are constantly strengthening our presence in Western Sydney.  

Our main purpose is to support our people in healing from the past and 
building towards the future. We work as a group to support individuals; we 
turn no one away; and we seek to build our people’s pride in who they are, 
their sense of belonging, and their sense of connectedness to community and 
culture.  
 

Our Aims are to: 

 

 Nurture local Aboriginal people’s confidence, self-esteem, spirituality 
and knowledge of their culture.  

 Provide a supportive, healing, low-stress environment for local 
Aboriginal people.  

 Promote networking; help people to link up.  

 Form lasting partnerships for the more effective support of 
disadvantaged people.  

 Assist, and advocate for, people who are struggling in their dealings with 
government departments, etc. 



DIRECTORS REPORTS 
 

DAISY BARKER: 

 

Baabayn is all about community.  We wouldn’t be able to exist only for our 
community.  It’s the community and those who support us financially and 
every other way that keep Baabayn going.  Every year we get stronger and 
stronger. 
 
Everyone likes coming to our groups and we enjoy each other’s company.  
There’s no other service like ours because our place is like a home away from 
home.  We all respect each other. 
 
We help people get in touch with Government Departments such as Housing, 
Centrelink, Family and Community Services and Educational Services. 
 
I love the Homework Club because I can see young Koori kids learning so that 
they can have confidence in school.  I didn’t have much education and so I 
would like to see our young ones learning.  I would like to see education come 
first.   
 
JENNY EBSWORTH 

Hi, 
I’m Jenny Ebsworth.  I am one of the Directors here at Baabayn Aboriginal 
Corporation.  I feel enormously proud of what we have achieved over the last 5 
years. 
 
For me personally it has been a wonderful journey of bringing people together 
sharing knowledge, culture and spirituality. It gives me great satisfaction 
knowing that our mobs are willing and open to be a part of the Baabayn 
experience. 
 
I really love our Tuesday group where our ladies come together and share 
stories and have time out from home.  At present the ladies are making dolls, 
which they are really enjoying and they are excitedly planning other arts and 
craft activities. 
 
Our dream from the outset was that we wanted a belonging place for our 
people and what a wonderful feeling for us to see it come to fruition. 
 



 
MARGARET FARRELL 

 

I am so proud of the great things we have achieved and the difference we have 
made to peoples’ lives along the way.  It’s been hard work over the last 12 
months with a lot of dedication and we have been rewarded with our vision of 
finally having a centre where community are welcomed.  It was tough and 
sometimes we thought we would never reach the end, but we stuck it out and 
finally reached our goal. 
 
I would like to thank Blacktown Council for letting us have Rutherglen and 
Adrian from Josephite Community Aid for all the times we had a loan of the 
bus for our weekends away and for supporting us. 
 

 

HOW WE RUN OUR ORGANISATION. 

 

Conducting regular Directors planning meetings to discuss upcoming 

activities and to ensure that adequate resources were available to enable 
successful outcomes was an important process in achieving our organisation’s 
goal of developing a sustainable organisation that is facilitated by Aboriginal 
people for Aboriginal people. 
 

Regular committee members’ meetings have benefited our 

organisation by developing even greater teamwork and recognition of the 
importance of working together on developing and supporting new projects. 
 
DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND BUILDING CONFIDENCE: 

 

We have made significant progress in the development of leadership skills and 
confidence through our commitment and enthusiasm in embracing every 
opportunity afforded in this important area. This has further confirmed our 
pride in our Aboriginal culture and in our own achievements. It has also built 
public awareness of the objectives and aims of Baabayn. 
 
The many opportunities in 2015/16 included: 
 



 Acknowledgement of Country at Conferences, Workshops, Schools, 
Colleges and Universities.  

 
 

 Attending and participating in Conferences, workshops and Community 

Consultations: Caritas Australia Partners Meeting, Domestic Violence 

Forum, Australian Drug Foundation Forum, Marist Fathers ‘Both Ends of 

the Gun’ Conference, Community Consultation re the establishment of 

‘Centre of Excellence’, Marist Youth Care Reconciliation Action Plan. 

 Organising and running Women’s Healing Weekend for 20 women at 
Gerroa, a Family Weekend for 80 people, Christmas Party for over 400 
people, Welcome Dinner, and NAIDOC day. 

 Participating in workshops  with volunteer submission writers regarding 
submissions to Indigenous Advancement Strategy, John Wallis 
Foundation, Mercy Foundation, Indigenous Governance Awards 

 Working with skilled volunteers on a Baabayn Fund Raising Strategy, 
Child Protection Policy and Code of Conduct. 

 Encouraging a young person recently free of drugs to speak about her 
achievements at a College. 

 Catering for funerals for those who are in need of assistance. 

 Meeting with groups, representatives of organisations etc in order to 
encourage support  e.g. Australian Catholic University,   Loreto Social 
Justice Group, Catholic Missions, Marist College, Woolwich, Brigidine 
College, St Ives, Blacktown Council, Srs of St Joseph Seasons for Growth, 
Santa Sabina College, Strathfield, Holy Spirit Parish, Pymble. 

International Women’s Day at Parramatta Police Station 



 Attendance of a Director at Family and Community Services Aboriginal 
Cultural Inclusion Meetings. 

 Jenny has been working regularly at the Koori Youth Court, Parramatta 
which involved magistrates, elders and solicitors sitting at a table face-
to-face with young offenders. 

 Working with employees of Blacktown Council to provide ‘Ýarning 
Circles’ at Rutherglen. 

 Organising visit by local MP Ed Husic. 

 Running an art workshop for students at Marist College, Woolwich. 

 Working with staff of Ted Noffs Foundation. 

 Organising Computer classes with TAFE Outreach, Mount Druitt. 

 Keeping in touch with those who are supporting us to show gratitude 
and further develop relationships. 

 

We would like to thank you for your time, energy and assistance to 

Yalbalinga with the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Week event. Thank 

you for sharing culture; your knowledge and insight is so valuable and we 

are honoured that you shared these with the Australian Catholic 

University(ACU) community and visiting students. We look forward to 

working with you on future ACU projects.’  The Team at Yalbalinga, ACU. 

 
OUR PROGRAMS: 

Family Group Gatherings 

 

Every Tuesday (except for school holidays) we have held a Family Group 
gathering from 10am to 2pm.  Until February 2016 these were held at Holy 
Family Parish, Emerton Community Centre. 

 
When we moved into our new 
premises at Blackett the sense of 
ownership  increased and more 
people chose our service as the 
place to go when there was need 
for a yarn, some advocacy or 
counselling, community issues to 
discuss and act upon, to meet new 
friends, something to do, a 
healthy meal  and especially A 
PLACE TO BELONG.  

  

Friendships all have their beginnings 



The services we offered included counselling (in partnership with Parent, 
Infant Family Australia (PIFA),advocacy, yarning about the needs of the 
community, invited speakers e.g. Community Health Centre, Corrective 
Services ‘Diversion from Custody’, Consultation re Aboriginal Health, Guardian 
Youth Care, Youth Rezolutions, University of Western Sydney School of 

Nursing, Providential Housing, 
Westmead Hospital re children 
born with club feet. 
 
The George Institute for Global 
Health provided training in 2015 
for Baabayn members to run an 
exercise program, ’Falls 
Prevention’.   
This program aims to improve the 
strength, balance and mobility of 
older Aboriginal people, increasing 
their confidence and keeping them 
independent. It ran as a weekly 
class that included some gentle 
exercises and a yarning 

session about healthy ageing. 
 
Additional Services included: 

 

 Liaising with the Housing Department, Centrelink and Courts on behalf 
of Aboriginal people through letter writing and attending appointments. 

 

 Providing transport for health, employment and family needs where 
possible. 

 

 Employment/Education support through liaising with Employment 
agencies and disseminating information re courses and jobs available. 
 

 Visiting schools, hospitals and prisons when requested. 
 
 
Outcomes from the family group have been varied and include: 

 



 Education about issues relevant to Aboriginal people especially in the 
Mount Druitt area resulted in a petition being prepared and sent 
regarding the control of the Aboriginal Medical Service.  

 Consultation with the NSW Health Department was held at Baabayn 
regarding Aboriginal Health. 

 

 After the visit of Youth Rezolutions a young homeless mother was 
helped to obtain housing. 
 

 Space was made available for families in crisis to meet with workers 
from Family and Community Services to assist in getting children back in 
care or retain care of children. These meetings are ongoing. 
 

 A good relationship has been established with Baptist Care Auburn who 
provide the bus to pick up people and take them home. 

 

 The most important outcome has been the enthusiasm to attend the 
gatherings with a weekly attendance of between 25/35 participants. 
People come for many different reasons and genuine sense of belonging 
has been developed. 

 

KURING HOMEWORK CLUB 

Volunteer tutors and mentors 

attended each Tuesday evening, 

provided tutoring and transport 

for the students. 

Kurung has been successful in 
obtaining funds from the National 
Aboriginal Strategy to employ an 
Aboriginal co-ordinator for this 
group.  The Co-ordinator started 
work in August, 2015. 
 

Outcomes from this group have 
included:   

 In particular the 
teachers/mentors have been able 



to establish lasting relationships with both students and their families 
resulting in extracurricular activities for students in school holiday time 
and interest of tutors in students sporting activities. 

 Tutors were instrumental in gaining a scholarship for one student at a 
private college. 

 A Year 10 student received two scholarships, one for ‘Aboriginal Student 
of the Year’ and the other for Arts. 

 

 Two students gained their Learner Drivers Licences. 

 Some students were taken to the Museum and the Zoo during the 
school holidays. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi, I’m Lisa.  I am the volunteer cleaner for the 
Baabayn Women’s Centre.  I volunteered to clean 
the centre in return for the quality tutoring my 

daughter receives.  The tutors are organised, 

mature and voluntary as well.  I’m also very 
appreciative of the social and family orientated 

group for both myself and my family.  Baabayn 

women are beautiful people with big open hearts. 

I’m happy to be a friend to the group. So that’s 
why I volunteer to clean, so I can give back a little of what I receive from this 

group. 



MOTHER’S GROUP 

 

My name is Karen Syed and 

I've been involved with 

Baabayn for years now. 

Recently they have asked me 

to start up a Mums and Bubs 

group. I was so honoured and 

grateful that I was asked by 

Baabayn to co-ordinate this 

group.  

 

I look forward to every 

Wednesday to come as that is 

when the Mums and Bubs 

group is on. The name we are 

calling the group now is 

Baabayn Wirringa & Booris 

group. Although we haven’t 
had a lot of mums and bubs 

attend and keep attending we 

have started up a web page on 

Facebook, made flyers and 

shared the flyers with a lot of 

people. I really enjoy being the Co-ordinator of this group and I have faith that 

it will get bigger and better.  

 

I’m going to keep trying to spread the word about Baabayn Wirringa & Booris 

group around  and once the group has mums and bubs attending regularly  I 

have faith that this group will go a long way. I’m looking forward to helping all 

I can in making and seeing it happen.   Karen Syed, Co-ordinator  of  Baabayn 

Wirringa & Booris  
 

 

Disability Support Group 

Meetings. Baabayn is very 
glad to provide space for 
Janice Bonavia and her 
support group to meet. 



Janice writes – ‘Being members of Baabayn group means a lot to me and my 

daughter.  We feel connected to our community.  It’s a spiritual connection.  
We come from all different parts of the country but when we get together at 

Baabayn we are ONE,  both with the old people who are passed and with each 

other in the present. 

 

FAMILY WEEKEND AT THE BEACH:  Margaret Farrell worked with other team 
members to 
organise the 
weekend at 
Gerringong with 
90 participants 
enjoying a 
relaxing and 
community 
building 
weekend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY AT NURRAGINGY: 

This initiative came from Daisy Barker. 
With lots of help from Elizabeth Burke 
and family, Marist College Woolwich. 
Emmaus College, Kemps Creek, the 
Marist Brothers and many other 
volunteers a very successful day was 
held with gifts for 350 children and a 
BBQ for the families.  
 
 
 

 

 



BAABAYN HEALING WEEKEND 

 
(Excerpt from report from Cherie)  

Arriving at Gerroa was exciting.  The scenery was spectacular; it honestly took my breath 

away.  All my worries, stress and whatever else I was feeling before I left Sydney completely 

rolled away out of my mind with each wave that came to shore and rolled back out.  A lot of 

us really opened up about ourselves, our hurt, our pain and most of all struggle, not just in 

our family life, but in our own life.  But you know what ladies we are strong Aboriginal 

women and with the bond and connection we share with each other I know we can and will 

conquer anything.  We are strong, black and deadly. We are survivors and I love you all. 

 

 

 
 
Members of Baabayn Community attended the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Catholic Council  conference Darwin August 2015. Pictured here with friends from 

Wyndham, W.A. 



 

BAABAYN NAIDOC WEEK CELEBRATION AT HOLY FAMILY 

CENTRE, EMERTON. 

 

Excerpt from speech given by 
Jenny Ebsworth 
Because of the past there is 

great need among the 

Aboriginal population here in 

Western Sydney. We need to 

support our youth, and we 

need to support each other 

as Aboriginal elders. We 

need to be there for each 

other in our times of crisis. 

Everyone has something to 

contribute, and we aim to 

bring our mob together so 

that we can do more than we 

could alone. 

 

Welcome Dinner in Partnership with ‘Joining the Dots’. 

 



 
“Most of us have been torn from our roots, have lost our ancestral 
dreamings. A new dreaming shared by all lies ahead of us. Our present can 

no longer be shaped by the divisive past, but by the uniting future.” 

 

First People and most recent people connect over traditional food. 

Listening changes minds and sharing personal stories changes 

hearts. That’s what’s happening around our dinner tables 

 

 

RAP4CHANGE 

 

From Cassandra 
I initiated and co-ordinated an evening with the local group RAP4CHANGE 

who presented in dance and song a message to children about bullying and how 

to cope with it. We held it at Baabayn.  

 
 

THANK YOU TO: 

 
Mary Ann Knoblanche, Cecilia and Michael Brungs members of Kuri- ngai 

Partners – Friends of Baabayn who have supported us in many ways, including 

supplying, cooking and washing up after each Friday night meal at the Family 

Weekend for the past 25 years and for Michael’s dedication to the Baabayn 
website. 

 



Helen Dunstan and Mary Kerr who have worked in the background writing 

submissions, organising events and workshops and always being there for us in 

whatever need we might have.  

 

Melanie Marne, Sue Martin, Trish Brush, Julie Ann McNamee, Jackie Batten, 

Bob Smith, Leonie Stout, Brothers Michael, Lawrie and Justin and Sr Sandra 

Perrett tireless and patient tutors at Kurung Homework Club. 

 

Aunty Nita and Cassandra for running the George Foundation exercise 

program. 

 

Jane Sulis and Sr Rosemary Kinne – supplying furniture for the centre and for 

many loads of donations of household goods, vouchers, books and clothes.  

They have also connected us to very valuable supporters including Albert 

Soetanto who helps with our IT needs. 

 

Elizabeth Burke and Mary Senj, Aboriginal Educators, for their commitment to 

the aims and activities of Baabayn – chairing our meetings, participating in our 

events with donations of time and resources. 

 

Sandy Greenwood for helping us prepare presentation to Blacktown Council for 

use of the cottage and for working through Governance matters with us. 

 

Fr Meaney and Sean Donovan from Missionaries of the Sacred Heart who have 

donated $10,000 to Baabayn to help with the general running of the Centre. 

 

The John Wallis Foundation and the Mercy Foundation for supporting our 

Mothers Group. 

 

Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet for granting the funds for the Co-

ordinator of the Homework Club. 

 

The generous donors who made possible the participation in NATSICC of the 

nine Aboriginal people in the delegation from Baabayn. 



 

Hunters Hill Social Justice Group for participation at Family Weekend, 

donations for families and financial support. 

 

Blacktown City Council – 12 months free rent and 4 laptop computers.  

 

The sad closure of Josephite Community Aid has resulted in our receiving some 

of their equipment, including computers, a bus, and homework centre 

resources. 

 

Cavelyn Jones – time consuming work on scholarship applications for students. 

 

Marist Brothers for donation of ‘fridge and freezer. 
 

Ex-Marist Mothers Group for donation of new stove. 

 

Mercy Sisters for the donation of a very good used car. 

 

Srs of St Joseph – donation of furniture. 

 

Regular financial donors including Kath Paine, C Merlino, St Francis, Leeton, 

Margaret Lambert, Brigidine Sisters, Srs of St Joseph, Catholic Women’s League 

and the many others who support financially each year. 

  

 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE: 

 

To lobby funding bodies for the employment of skilled personnel to further 

the aims of Baabayn. 
 

We will continue to build upon the strong gains we made in 2014/15. 
 

We plan to increase our membership, and to actively encourage younger 
people to work for the future of Baabayn. 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

A HEALING CENTRE IN WESTERN SYDNEY.  

 
The following is the vision Baabayn is working towards at the present time:  
 
To build an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural and Healing Centre for 
the Aboriginal community in Western Sydney. The centre will provide 
Aboriginal people with a place of their own, where people of all ages can 
gather and participate in cultural events. It will be a unique, safe and culturally 
appropriate space where people feel they belong and can heal their spirit by 
participating in a wide range of Aboriginal cultural activities and events.  
These events will re-educate the greater community about Aboriginal culture 
and spirit and will include:  

 sharing stories around the campfire to learn about culture and lost 
knowledge.  

 cultural music, and film nights.  

 storytelling events.  

 language restoration. 
  
 
Testimonial: “Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation has worked tirelessly supporting 
their community in the Mt Druitt area being closely linked with a number of 

services including the Ted Noffs Foundation. They have been a valuable 

resource in providing input and support in working with local Aboriginal 

families addressing significant areas of concern.  

Because of their history, knowledge and experience they develop practical and 

respected interventions that work for their community.  Baabayn has the 

capacity, expertise and support from the local community including the Ted 

Noffs Foundation to develop a much needed healing centre for the local area. 

We support their endeavours to do so which would also assist our work in 

supporting young people and their families”. 
 

Julie Dubuc, Manager,Ted Noffs Foundation,Mt Druitt 

 



 
Mural of Aunty Jenny Ebsworth painted on the walls of the Ted Noffs Foundation Premises, Mount Druitt. 

 

 

 

 

Networks  and Partnerships 

 

Kuri-ngai Partners ‘Friends of 
Baabayn. 
Our many volunteers. 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, 
Kensington. 
Blacktown City Council 
Marist College, Woolwich. 
St Francis College, Leeton 
Tef Noffs Foundation 
John Wallis Foundation 
Mercy Foundation 
Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Tower Accountants, Blacktown 

Pymble Catholic Parish, Social 
Justice Group. 
Hunters Hill Catholic Parish, Social 
Justice Group. 
Jesuit Holy Family Parish, Mount 
Druitt. 
Sisters of St Joseph 
Dominican Sisters 
Santa Sabina College and pre-
school. 
Sisters of Mercy. 
Marist Brothers. 
Ex-Marist Mothers Group. 
Brigidine College, St ives.



 
 

 
 
 
 


